WORSHIP

The 2007 Worship Committee was composed of elders Sandy Zeles (chair), Marty Lindenberger and Monique Sattler, congregational members Vicki Whipple and Renee Hyzy, and staff members the Rev. Rose Taul, Will Thomen, Laura Maggos and Julie Spring. Behind the scenes (and invaluable) assistance is provided by Jeannette More’, Bruce Beem and Dick Wyman.

The committee is responsible for overseeing all aspects of the worship service, including liturgists, ushers & greeters, communion preparation and servers; ; the music program; Club Luke; and flowers and other decorations for the sanctuary (including candles, paraments, banners, hymnals and pew Bibles).

Following a year in which we had a number of guest preachers, it was a joy to welcome the Rev. Taul as our interim pastor. She immediately began to transform the worship experience at St. Luke, helping us reach our goal to revise the order of worship to be in keeping with the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Book of Church Order. Rev. Taul also brought her own touches to our services, infusing them with more congre-gational participation in sung and spoken responses, as well as through skits and dialogues. We are grateful for all those who have played thespian. The Rev. Taul also introduced the songs of Taize to the services, beginning with our Maunday Thursday service done in the Taize style. Thanks to her love of animals, we celebrated our first Pet Blessing service, which was a wonderful experience that brought together families, pets and visitors. With her help, we also celebrated Reformation Sunday with a service of banners representing the creeds of the church. Rev. Taul has been sensitive to our traditions as well, for example, helping us to continue the well-loved “Do-It-Yourself Nativity” service by not only updating the script but playing piano for the carols. We cannot thank her enough for what she has done to enhance the worship experience at St. Luke.

It is impossible to name all the people who have assisted in our worship this year. Bruce Beem, usually the first person in the building every Sunday, makes sure the candles are lit, the lights and sound system are on, and everything is ready for the day. Thanks to Marty Lindenberger, many people have the opportunity to participate as liturgist. Our greeters have continued to welcome people into the sanctuary each week, thanks to Dick Wyman. We are fortunate to have a regular rotation of ushers, including Jim and Renee Norris, Bonnie Reid and Rick Roche, Bruce Beem, and Bill and Diane McCandless. Monique Sattler helped to fill out the schedule on those fifth Sundays. This year, session voted to allow non-ordained  members to serve communion, which has given even more people an opportunity to participate in worship. We are grateful to all those who have served in this capacity. The  Rev. Taul, Youth leader Sarah Karstens, Julie Baker and Sandy Zeles, with occasional help from others, have provided Children’s Stories throughout the year. 

We have been blessed with a wonderful music staff at St. Luke. Under Will Thomen’s guidance, our Chancel and Youth choirs have continued to grow both musically and numerically. We are so grateful for our talented organist, Bonnie Johansen-Werner, who graciously stepped in during the illness and subsequent death of Mary Bittner. Julie Spring continued to teach our younger singers in the Cherub and Carol choirs. Laura Maggos led the handbell and chimes choirs through May, but resigned after the birth of her first child. Fortunately, Julie Spring has ably taken on this responsibility.

Our successful children’s choir program is due in large part to the hard work of the Club Luke moms. Dee Gordon, Sheri Wilson, Chris Collins and Becky Shenk provide the non-musical part of the program, which serves children from age three through fifth grade. Their crafts, games, and mission activities are an invaluable part of what makes Wednesday afternoon special at St. Luke. Of course, no mention of Club Luke can be made without thanking Fred Moszur, who brings not only his guitar but his love of children to the program.

Finally, we are grateful to all those who help keep our sanctuary so beautiful. Jeannette More’ does more behind the scenes than any of us knows; Marty Lindenberger has arranged for the lilies at Easter and poinsettias at  Christmas; the Furstenau and Zeles families and Pat Ciolek helped decorate for Advent; and Da Guys set up/took down the tree and moved pews when needed. We appreciate all those who paid for the weekly flowers as well.

As we begin a new year, we look forward to continuing to explore new ways to worship with our St. Luke family.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandy Zeles

