Omega

Town Hall Meeting

March 6, 2005



Agenda

Summary of congregational survey
Summary of ministry surveys

Q&A

What's next in the process

Lunch



" S
Congregational Survey

Thanks to all those who took the time and effort to
complete and return the congregational questionnaires.

Each of you provided us with helpful and meaningful
Insights into the desires and priorities of the St. Luke!



"
First, some information about who
responded...

How many surveys were turned in?
77
Members represented - 81
Total attendees — 83

Average length of attendance: 12.5 years



"
First, some information about who
responded...

What is the make-up of the respondents?
Female — 46
Male — 37
Under Age 40 — 12
Age 41-51 - 15
Age 61-65 - 34
Age 66+ - 12

Where do you live?
Downers Grove - 48
Woodridge — 6
Lisle — 3
Bolingbrook — 3
Other - 17



"
Information about who responded...

How often do you attend?
Weekly - 54
Twice per month - 11
Attend 1 function per week - 31
Attend 2+ functions per week - 22

Will financially support the renovation/expansion?
Yes — 57
No -3
Not Sure - 12



"
Information about who responded...

Want congregation to grow?
Yes — 56
No -4
Not Sure — 9

Desired sanctuary capacity?
300+



Congregational

Survey Results




" I
What should the new church
facilities say to the community?

Sample Comments:

Welcome, come join us!

Warm and friendly.

This is a church. Unfortunately, the first
thing people see coming on Highland Is
our garbage and recycling.



" A
The following should be reflected and/or
Integrated in the “overall” building

design:

Top Answers (Scale: 1- not at all, 5-very strongly) :
Gathering — 4.4
Fellowship — 4.4
Outreach — 4.3
Reflects Congregation — 4.2
Theology — 3.6

Sample Comments:
The architecture needs to blend with the present building.

Something that represents a staple of the community, such as
making the church a Downers Grove landmark and/or
Incorporating an aspect or feature of Downers Grove into the
church design.



" A
What features and/or facilities would you

Incorporate in the building design that would
make you eager to bring people to
use/experience the building?

Sample Comments:

The entrance Is important. The view from
Highland Ave., driving south is critical.

| like volume ceilings and lots of stained glass,

facing southeast/east (of course) (for the
morning sun).

A vaulted celling in the sanctuary that looks
more like a “church.”

Bright and open.



" A
What features and/or facilities would you
Incorporate in the building design that would
make you eager to bring people to
use/experience the building?

Beautiful wood — an uplifted roof line.
Choir up front.

Excellent acoustics to experience the sermon and
beautiful music.

Outdoor kid activity area, I.e. play equipment and
volleyball. Outdoor coffee/gathering patio. Choir loft.
Bridal room.

New and large classrooms. Lots of natural light (bring
the outside in). Use of natural materials that promote
beauty, serenity, and convey that St. Luke is a sacred
place.



" A
Should the new facility be designed to
accommodate only church functions anc
ministries, or should it also service secular
community programs/events (those to which the
church could in good conscience subscribe)?

Church Functions Only — 6
Both — 64
Not Sure - 5



The opportunity to greet each other and

mingle comfortably before and after
church is:

Very important - 73
Not important - 2
Not sure - 1



"
| would rather spend the money to build a
larger worship space than construct a

less expensive worship space that
requires multiple morning services

Yes — 61
No—6



" A
With respect to design for the space that we
worship in, how important is it to have the
following features in the worship space:

Top Answers (Scale: 1- not important, 5-very important) :
God - 4.8
Gathering — 4.5
Speaker Intimacy — 4.4
Light — 4.4
Choir Intimacy — 4.3
Theology — 3.8

Sample Comments:
Use of many natural elements in design (wood, stone, water).



"
The use or integration of the following
arts in the design of the building:

Top Answers (Scale: 1- should not be considered at all, 5-very
important) :

Traditional Stained Glass — 3.7
Contemporary Stained Glass — 3.7
Contemporary Banners — 3.6
Traditional Banners — 3.2
Multi-Media — 2.7

Sample Comments:
Re: “contemporary”. Again, do not want it to look dated.



" A
In addition to usual worship services, weddings,
funerals, etc., would you consider any of the
following additional uses for the space used for

worship?

Top Answers (Scale: 1- undesirable, 5 - acceptable) :
Baptisms — 4.9
Concerts — 3.5
Youth Activities — 3.2
Group Meetings — 3.1
Sunday School — 3.0

Sample Comments:

| believe a sanctuary should be “sacred space.” However,
“appropriate” concerts would be great and still keep it a sacred
and special space.

Worship concerts.



" A
Recognizing that higher quality materials
require less maintenance, and that we will have
a fixed construction budget, indicate your
preference for quality of materials versus
guantity of space:

(Scale: 1- better quality with less space,
5 — lesser quality with more space) :

Average — 2.6

Sample Comments:

Design should allow for additional future growth without starting
over.



" A
As a part of this proposed project, please
Indicate the need for expenditure in the
following areas:

Top Answers (Scale: 5-immediate need, 1-no need) :
Worship — 4.7
Youth — 3.9
Classrooms — 3.9
Music Room — 3.8
Storage — 3.6
Office — 3.5

Sample Comments:

The design must be expandable at a later time if the church
requires. Some thought must be given to how and where
another expansion would take place.



"
We may consider a phased sequence of
planning and construction (commonly known as

a Long Range Master Plan). Please indicate the
need for planning for the following:

Top Answers (Scale: 5-immediate need, 4-short range need, 3-mid
range need, 2-long range need, 1-no need, should not be planned for):
Worship — 4.1

Youth lounge — 3.4
Community/Social Ministries — 2.9



What are the Key

Messages?




SUMMARY RESULTS
2005 St. Luke

Congregational Questionnaire

The overall building design should reflect the

congregation, communicating a sense of fellowship,
gathering, and outreach.

Similarly, the vast majority of members believes the
facility must allow mingling before and after worship.



SUMMARY RESULTS
2005 St. Luke
Congregational Questionnaire

We do not want the building design to imitate an existing
church.



"
SUMMARY RESULTS

2005 St. Luke
Congregational Questionnaire

The congregation believes overwhelmingly that our
church design should accommodate both church
functions and secular, community activities.



SUMMARY RESULTS
2005 St. Luke
Congregational Questionnaire

Our sanctuary should, above all else, evoke God.

More concretely, the sanctuary should include a cross,
stained glass, banners, and plenty of light.

It should also have a focus on music, and provide
iIntimacy with speakers and the choir.



SUMMARY RESULTS
2005 St. Luke
Congregational Questionnaire

The congregation generally does not show a clear
preference between traditional and contemporary

design, except that they seem to prefer contemporary
banners to traditional banners.



SUMMARY RESULTS
2005 St. Luke
Congregational Questionnaire

By a small margin, the congregation prefers a smaller
but higher quality facility to a larger but lesser quality
one.



SUMMARY RESULTS
2005 St. Luke
Congregational Questionnaire

Clearly, renovation or expansion of the sanctuary is St.
Luke’s first priority.

Our second priority is to improve the classrooms and
provide youth lounges for JAZ and SOS.

A close third priority is a better choir room.



SUMMARY RESULTS
2005 St. Luke
Congregational Questionnaire

Among respondents, there was very strong support for
the idea of increasing the size of the congregation.

By nearly the same margin, the respondents stated that
they would financially support a church renovation or
expansion project.



Ministry (Committee)

Survey Results




Ministry/Focus Area: Administration

Critical need for office storage

Separated space needed for secretarial
and mailboxes/copiers/filing/work space



Ministry: Christian Education

Improved Sunday School rooms for
greater flexibility

Increased storage for Sunday School
supplies/equipment

Youth lounge



Ministry: Fellowship

Recreational space

Youth lounge



Ministry: Mission
Space utilization for community service

More storage, especially for Warming
Center



Ministry: Music

Improved acoustics for rehearsal space
and sanctuary

Better storage for robes, music, bells, etc.

Utilization of grand piano for weekly
worship



Ministry: Property

More parking

Detached storage facility

Airlock at main doors



Ministry: Worship

Expand sanctuary to accommodate more
seats

Chancel area for choir at front of the
sanctuary

Renovate narthex



Ministry: Finance

Finance sub-committee has been formed for
preliminary study. Looking for more volunteers.

Evaluating professional fundraising assistance.

Researching Presbytery requirements and
funding.



Ministry: Finance

How would we pay for this project?
Existing capital
Fundraising

Donations from members
Fundraising activities

Construction loans from Presbytery or other sources



Questions &

Answers?




If we decide to move

forward, who will decide
on the final design?




Are we going to expand the entire
church? We already have a nice

kitchen, new bathrooms and
plenty of classroom space, right?




Will we lose our small church

feel?




If we build, where will we hold
church services and Sunday
school? How will we manage all of

the other groups, such as
Montessori, that use our building?




What is this going to cost and
how will the money be

ralsed?




What Is the plan for attracting
new members who will help

support the building
renovation project?




What Is the plan for attracting
new members who will help

support the building
renovation project?




What are the guidelines from the
Presbytery to get their approval

for the project?




Any Additional

Questions?




What's Next




Next Steps

Lunch

Cottage Meetings — Sign up at lunch if you'd like
to participate or host a meeting.

Sanctuary and Property committees working
with our architect.

Compile the general mission survey.
Conduct a land survey.
Present preliminary drawings in May.



Omega Town Hall

Meeting

Thank Youl!



