
St. Luke Book Group

 Meetings are open to all. Please join us! 

Historical Fiction 
May 25, 7:00 p.m.

Host: Linda Sifferd/Leader: Will Thomen


The Great Passion by James Runcie 

Runcie imagines a young chorister as 
witness to the creation of Bach’s St. 
Matthew Passion. Stefan’s singing in a 
Leipzig choir school attracts Bach’s 
attention. Stefan matures musically and 
emotionally while in the embrace of the 
Bach household until tragedy strikes.

Politics 
June 22, 7:00 p.m.

Host: Monique and Eric Sattler


How Civil Wars Start by Barbara F. 
Walter 

Walter issues a stark warning that the 
U.S. may be headed for another civil 
war. She highlights factors that make 
countries susceptible to sectarian 
violence, including a loss of status by a 
historically dominant ethnic group and 
the closing of political avenues for 
change. Sound familiar?

Nonfiction 
April 27, 7:00 p.m.

Host: Marge van der Wagen


Madness at the End of the Earth by 
Julian Sancton 

A study of the 1897 Belgian Antarctic 
Expedition, the first crew to winter in 
the region. Yet the journey was also 
known for cases of polar madness and 
is an example of planning going awry.

For details, email Rick at ricklibrarian@yahoo.com


2022-2023

Hosted by our members, book discussions  
begin at 7 p.m. and end by 9 p.m.  

Books may be found in public libraries or 
purchased in bookstores or online. 

mailto:ricklibrarian@yahoo.com


Serving Sizes

St. Luke Book Club discussions are relaxed, friendly gatherings open to all. Come to 
as many as you wish. We would be happy to have you join us.

History 
December 1, 7:00 p.m.

Host: Al and Sherry Baldwin


The Daughters of Yalta by Catherine 
Katz 

When the Allies met at Yalta in 1945, the 
British and American delegations 
included three unusual members: the 
daughters of President Roosevelt, 
Ambassador Harriman and PM 
Churchill.   

Contemporary Issues 
February 23, 7:00 p.m.

Host: Amy Smith


You’ll Never Believe What Happened 
to Lacey by Amber Ruffin 

Before becoming a TV comedy writer, 
Ruffin was Lacey’s little sister 
growing up in Omaha, Nebraska. The 
hilarious sisters outline some of the 
most memorable instances of racism 
they’ve experienced. 

Banned Books  
March 23, 7:00 p.m. 

Host: Stephanie Milen


I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings  
by Maya Angelou 

Sent to live with their grandmother in a 
small Southern town, Maya and her 
brother endure the ache of prejudice 
and abandonment. Years later she 
learns that her own strong spirit and 
ideas of great authors will set her free. 

Our Book Discussions

Biography and Memoir 
September 22, 7:00 p.m.

Host: Lis Henderson


Crying in H Mart by Michelle Zauner 

A poignant memoir about a mother’s 
love as told through Korean food. 
Zauner grapples with what it means to 
be severed from her Korean heritage 
after her mother’s battle with cancer.   

Contemporary Fiction 
January 26, 7:00 p.m.

Host: Susanne Grady


While Justice Sleeps by Stacey 
Abrams 

Supreme Court justice Wynn falls 
unexpectedly into a coma. His nurse 
gets a mysterious call, then disappears. 
All when Wynn would be the swing 
vote on a potential case. Coincidence? 
Not likely.

Historical Fiction 
October 27, 7:00 p.m.

Host: Maggie Keshen


The Only Woman in the Room by 
Marie Benedict 

In 1937, actress Hedy Lamarr flees her 
abusive, controlling arms dealer 
husband, as well as the Nazi regime. 
After escaping to London, she assists 
the Allies by helping invent a radio-
guided torpedo system.


